AA amyloidosis associated with systemic lupus erythematosus.
A 54-year-old female with a 23-year history of systemic lupus erythematosus was admitted because of loss of renal function and nephrotic syndrome. Renal biopsy showed deposition of AA amyloid as demonstrated by Congo red staining and reactivity with protein AA-specific antibodies. Immune deposits were present in the mesangium and the glomerular basement membrane, but histopathological changes consistent with lupus nephritis were not detected. The rare association of systemic lupus erythematosus and amyloidosis is discussed in view of the characteristics of the acute phase reaction in systemic lupus erythematosus.